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the true is the useful and so practically efficient (artha knya
samarthya). But the pragmatic conception of truth is
embarrassed by serious difficulties. Here we may note that
to reduce the true to the useful is to make it almost mea-
ningless. It is by no means the case that truth is only a
matter of practical utility. The atomic and electron theories
of matter make very little differences in our practical life.
Similarly, the different theories of truth involved no great
difference in their practical consequences. But in the ab-
sence of any other test than that of practical utility we
cannot say which one is true and which is false. Further,
there are certain beliefs which are admitted!/ to wrong, but
which are otherwise useful for certain purposes of life. But
no one would claim any truth for a wrong belief on account
of its practical utility. Hence the Buddhist and the pragma-
list theories of truth cannot be accepted as sound and
satisfactory.